
 

 

CALLS FOR SERVICE 
 
The year 2007 saw an overall increase of 4.2% in calls for service to our community of  
El Dorado Hills and the surrounding Automatic Aid areas.  Following are the highlights 
of the service calls that our personnel responded to throughout the busy year: 
 

 General Medical Aids – increased by approximately 9.5%. This represents a 
substantial increase in this area. 

 Auto Accidents – increased by 3.7% and maintains a fairly steady pattern of 
around 215+ calls over the last three years. 

 Wildland/Grass/Brush Fires – increased by 23%.  We experienced a record 27 
requests for resources to OES/CAL FIRE/USFS, with resources away from the 
district for extended periods of time.  

 Fires in Buildings/Structures – decreased by 14.3%. Even with a reduction of 
overall involved structures, the fire loss was approximately 2.1 million for the 
community. Of the involved fires, approximately 84.7% were considered 
“saves” valued at $13,986,000. 

 Medic units responses out-of-district increase at 2%, even with adjustments to 
medic movements/coverage areas. 
 

The summer of 2007 was extremely busy with all of the state needs for resources. As 
stated, we supplied extensive resources to the State and USFS for fire/emergency 
response. Even with these requests, El Dorado Hills maintained full staffing of all houses 
and response districts and was able to fulfill local move and cover requests.  All of our 
personnel, paid and volunteer, performed well in keeping our community safe. We 
participated in every major campaign fire in southern California this last year, gaining 
valuable experience and knowledge to apply to our own threats locally if and when 
needed.   
 
Station 87 went on line to service the area of El Dorado Hills south of Hwy 50. The 
ability to bring the company on line mid-year allowed us to properly train and prepare 
new officers, engineers and firefighters for this station. As the growth and level of 
response continues to increase south of the highway, Station 87 will have a great impact 
in service to our community. 
 
With a steady increase in calls for service, the El Dorado Hills Fire Department will 
continue to meet the needs of our community and the surrounding areas.  
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Dennis Planje 
Deputy Chief 



 

 15

 

Alarm Statistics 

 2005  2006  2007 
Medicals Aids      
General Medical Aids 744  833  920 
Trauma  181  155  218 
Cardiac 139  176  153 
Respiratory Problems 66  89  100 
Transfers 17  13  13 
Auto Accidents 212  213  221 
Total Medical Aids 1359  1479  1625 

      
Fires      
Structure Fires 23  30  23 
Fire in Building 6  4  1 
Chimney Fires 11  1  6 
Total Structure Fires 40  35  30 
      
Grass/Brush Fires 66  57  74 
Vehicles Fires 32  24  18 
Misc. Fires 24  25  33 
      
Special Duties      
Snakes 186  201  140 
Legal/illegal Burns 21  18   15 
Lockouts 54  35   31 
Hazardous Materials 20  24   14 
Smoke Investigation 30  40   32 
Public Assist 85  111  114 
Citizen Complaint 3  0    1 
CO2 Detector Activation 1  5    5 
Miscellaneous 44  56   52 
False Calls/Dispatched 164  139  132 
Canceled enroute 220  178  216 
      
TOTAL  ALARMS 2349  2427  2532 
      
Medic 85 Responses (Out of District) 257  328  334 
Mutual (Automatic Aid – Out of District) 217  198  151 
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Annual Fire Loss
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Firesetter Interview Report 
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APPARATUS 

 
The year 2007 saw an overall increase in apparatus down time compared to the previous year. 
This can be attributed to the increase in calls for service, prevention activities, and training.  All 
these activities add to the wear and tear on vehicles.  Another contributing factor for the increase 
in unavailable time is that units are being serviced and repaired at off site facilities. The 
following outlines the changes and highlights for 2007: 
 
 

 A new Type-3 4x4 interface engine was placed in-service at Station 86 in May 2007. 
 

 A new Type-1 urban interface engine for Station 87 was received in November 2007 
from Ferrara Apparatus Inc. 

 
 The Department purchased a new utility/staff Ford F250 diesel pick-up to replace the 

1993 Ford F250.  
 

 Surplus/retired 1995 Ford Bronco staff vehicle. 
 

 Truck 85 had an out of service/unavailable time increase of 63 days in 2007 as compared 
to 40 days in 2006.  This represents a 16% out of service rate.  (Increase of 63% from 
2006.) 

 
 Out of service/unavailable time for engines increased from an average of 26.5 days to 41 

days representing a 11% out of service rate.  (Increase of 58% from 2006.) 
 

 The Department’s vehicle fleet now stands at 26. 
 

 Staff hours per shift for the maintenance division scheduling and recorded keeping were 
up 20% from the previous year.  (1.48 hrs. per shift 2006 to 1.76 hrs per shift in 2007). 
This is over and above the hands on maintenance performed. 

 
 
The increase in fleet size along with the increase in service calls, prevention activities and 
training will create some interesting challenges for the District.  All these components will 
require the need to balance and manage the apparatus state of readiness and reliability.      
 

 
John G. Niehues 
Captain 
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Apparatus Description 
 

UNIT # YEAR -CHASSIS 
MFG –TYPE 

HOSE 
LOADS 

TANK &PUMP 
CAPACITY 

ALARM RESPONSE 
DESCRIPTION 

8560 
E-287 

1995 International 
West-Mark 
4x4 Type-3 Engine 

500’ 3” 
150’ 1 ¾” 
1500’ 1 ½” 
800’ 1” 

500 Gallons Water  
500 G.P.M. 
Darley Pump 
20 Gallons Foam-A 
 

Station 85 
Wildland Fires 
*Cross staffed summer  
 
 

8561 
E-284 

1996 International 
West-Mark 
4x4 Type-3 Engine 

500’ 3” 
150’ 1 ¾” 
1500’ 1 ½” 
800’ 1 

500 Gallons Water 
500 G.P.M. 
Darley Pump 
20 Gallons Foam-A 
 

Station 84 
Wildland Fires 
*Cross staffed summer 
 

8562 
E-285 

2004 International 
West-Mark 
4x4 Type-3 Engine 

500’ 3” 
150’ 1 ¾” 
1500’ 1 ½” 
800’ 1” 

500 Gallons Water 
500 G.P.M. 
Darley Pump 
20 Gallons Foam-A 
 

Station 85 
Wildland Fires 
*Cross staffed summer 
 
 

8563 
E-286 

2007 International 
West-Mark 
4x4 Type-3 Engine 

500’ 3” 
150’ 1 ¾” 
1500’ 1 ½” 
800’ 1” 

500 Gallons Water 
500 G.P.M. 
Darley Pump 
20 Gallons Foam-A 

Station 86 / New Engine 
Wildland Fires 
*Cross staffed summer 
 

8570 
E-84 

2003 Spartan 
Ferrara 
Class “A” Pumper 
Type 1 Engine 

1000’ 5” 
500’ 3” 
100’ 2 ½” 
550’ 1 ¾” 
900’ 1 ½” 
600’ 1” 
 

500 Gallons Water 
1500 G.P.M. 
Waterous Pump 
20 Gallons Foam-A 
20 Gallons Foam-B 

Station 84 
All Alarms winter 
*Cross staffed summer 

8571 
E-85 

1996 HME 
Hi-Tech 
Class “A” Pumper 
Type 1 Engine 

1000’ 5” 
500’ 3” 
100’ 2 ½” 
550’ 1 ¾” 
900’ 1 ½” sj 

600 Gallons Water 
1500 G.P.M. 
Waterous Pump 
20 Gallons Foam-A 
20 Gallons Foam-B 
 

Station 85 
All Alarms 
*Cross staffed w/T85 

8572 
E-86 

2000 HME 
Westates 
Class ”A” Pumper 
Type 1 Engine 

1000’ 5” 
500’ 3” 
100’ 2 ½” 
550’ 1 ¾” 
900’ 1 ½” sj 
600’ 1” sj 
 

500 Gallons Water 
1000 G.P.M 
Waterous Pump 
20 Gallons Foam-A 
20 Gallons Foam-B 

Station 86 
All Alarms winter 
*Cross staffed summer 
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8591 
T-85 

2000 Spartan 
Marion 
105’ AI Ladder 
Quint 

500’ 5” 
350’ 3” 
100’ 2 ½” 
650’ 1 ¾” 

500 Gallons Water 
1500 G.P.M. 
Waterous Pump 
20 Gallons Foam-A 
20 Gallons Foam-B 
 

Station 85 
All Structure Fire & 
Vehicle Accidents 
*Cross staffed w/E85 
 

8574 
E-87 

2007 Spartan 
Ferrara 
Class “A” Pumper 
Type 1 Engine 

1000’ 5” 
500’ 3” 
100’ 2 ½” 
550’ 1 ¾” 
900’ 1 ½” sj 
600’ 1” sj 
 

500 Gallons Water 
1500 G.P.M. 
Waterous Pump 
40 Gallons Foam-A 

New Engine  
For Station 87 
 

8573 
E-Resv. 

1990 Spartan 
Westates 
Class “A” Pumper 
Type 1 Engine 

1000’ 5” 
500’ 3” 
100’ 2 ½” 
550’ 1 ¾” 
900’ 1 ½” sj 

500 Gallons Water 
1500 G.P.M. 
Waterous Pump 
20 Gallons Foam-A 
20 Gallons Foam-B 
 

Station 84 / 86 
Mutual Aid  
Reserve Engine 

8575 
E-Resv. 

1993 International 
West-Mark 
2 wheel drive 
Type 3 Engine 

500’ 3” 
150’ 1 ¾” 
1500’ 1 ½” 
800’ 1” 

500 Gallons Water 
500 G.P.M. 
Darley Pump 
20 Gallons Foam-A 

Station 86 
Mutual Aid -Wildland 
Reserve Engine 
 

8551 
Air-Unit 

2002 International 
Hackney 
Air/Light Support 

 
N/A 

SCBA Compressor 
Light Tower 

Structure Fire Support 

 
JPA 
M-385 

2003 Ford F-450 
Wheeled Coach 
Ambulance 

 
N/A 

Advanced 
Life Support 

Station 85 
County Reserve 

6041 
JPA 
M-285 

2003 Ford F-450 
Wheeled Coach 
Ambulance 

 
N/A 

Advanced  
Life Support 

Station 85 
Medical Aids 
Vehicle Accidents 
Reserve 

0201 
JPA 
M-85 

2004 Ford F-450 
Wheeled Coach 
Ambulance 

 
N/A 

Advanced 
Life Support 

Station 85 
Medical Aids 
Vehicle Accidents 

OES 
WT41 

2003 Freightliner 
Westates 
Water Tender 

500’ 3” 
200’ 1 ½” 
20’ 4” 

2000 Gallons Water 
500 G.P.M. 
Waterous Pump 

Rural Area Support 
Structure/Wildland Fires 
State of CA Mutual Aid 
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UTILITY/STAFF VEHICLES  

 
 
UNIT   YEAR   VEHICLE  TYPE OF USE 
#   MAKE-MODEL  DESCRIPTION  ALARM RESPONSE  
8539   2005 Ford F-250  Pickup 4x4  Prevention/Chief Officer 
8540   2005   Ford Expedition  Staff Vehicle  Chief Officer 
8541   2006 Ford F-250  Pickup 4x4  Prevention/General use 
8542   1999 Ford F-350  Utility Bed  Utility/General use 
8543   1998 Ford Expedition  Staff Vehicle  Chief Officer/General use 
8544   2003  Ford Expedition  Staff Vehicle  Chief Officer 
8546   2003  Ford Expedition  Staff Vehicle  Chief Officer 
8547   2001  Ford Expedition  Command Vehicle Duty Chief 
8548   2003  Ford Expedition  Staff Vehicle  Chief Officer 
8549   2003  Ford Expedition  Staff Vehicle  Chief Officer 
 
 
 
 
Vehicles sold as surplus in 2007:  

• 1995 Ford Bronco 
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Annual Fuel Usage

-

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

Gallons  614  980  547  327  696  642  175  1,074  915  679  787  508  486  452  666  1,067  1,672  1,150  1,176  934  31  218  1,892  1,407  3,478  98  149 

8539 8540 8541 8542 8543 8544 8545 8546 8547 8548 8549 8551 8560 8561 8562 8563 8570 8571 8572 8573 8574 8575 8591 M 85 M 285 M 385 W41
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