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ADDENDUM TO TECHNICAL STUDIES

This technical report evaluates two alternatives for the proposed interchange design (Element
1} and two alternatives for the proposed auxiliary lanes (Element 2). However, since this
technical report was prepared in 2004, the EIR/EA document (CEQA/NEPA documentation
prepared in 2005 and released to the public in January 2006) further refined the alternatives
and focused on only one interchange alternative (Alternative 1) and only one auxiliary lane
alternative, an outside widening.

At the project outset, the project was divided into three elements. Elements 1 and 2 consisted
of the proposed Route 50/Empire Ranch Road interchange, and Route 50 auxiliary lanes
(between the Route 50/Empire Ranch Road interchange and Route 50/El Dorado Hills
Boulevard/Latrobe Road interchange), respectively. A total of four interchange alternatives
and two auxiliary lane alternatives were originally examined for Elements 1 and 2. Element
3 (mainline improvements from Route 50/El Dorado Hills Boulevard/Latrobe Road
interchange east to the existing Bass Lake Grade Truck Climbing Lane on Route 50) was
eliminated subsequent to determining that Element 3 improvements were addressed in
previous environmental documentation and had independent utility. Technical studies were
then prepared for Elements 1 and 2 evaluating impacts for the four interchange alternatives
and two alternatives for the proposed auxiliary lanes.

After completion of the traffic report and this environmental technical study, interchange
Alternatives 2 and 3 were withdrawn by the Project Development Team due to potential
safety-related issues and inferior operations, and the associated evaluations were removed
from the technical studies (except for the Traffic Study which evaluates all four interchange
Alternatives). In addition, prior to completion of the Draft EIR/EA document, interchange
Alternative 4 was withdrawn due to reduced traffic benefits, although the evaluation is still
included in this technical study. Likewise, both the City and Caltrans reviewed the two
auxiliary lane alternatives and have identified the outside widening alternative as the
preferred alternative. Despite being withdrawn from the EIR/EA, the earlier written
technical studies retain analyses for interchange design Alternative 4 and the inside widening
alternative for the auxiliary lanes.



Summary

This Natural Environment Study Report has been prepared for the planned new
interchange at Empire Ranch Road and U.S. Highway 50 in the City of Folsom near
the Sacramento/El Dorado County line. Information provided in this report focuses on
existing biological resources of the site and potential impacts from the project. For
purposes of this report, the biological study area has been defined as the proposed
right-of-way (Figure 1).

The project is part of the City of Folsom’s growth and development general plan to
accommaodate approved growth in the east area of Folsom, and to provide an optional
route for El Dorado Hills commute traffic to access the Route 50 corridor. The
proposed interchange will be part of a circulation system that provides for the
efficient movement of vehicles through the area and will minimize intrusion on
residential neighborhoods.

Project design is broken into two elements which may be constructed as one project
or may be constructed in phases. These elements include 1) Construct a new
interchange on Route 50 at Empire Ranch Road, and 2) Extend eastbound truck
climbing lane and construct eastbound and westbound auxiliary lanes between
Empire Ranch Read and El Dorado Hills Boulevard-Latrobe Road.

A total of two alternatives remain from a total of four designed for Element 1.
Alternatives 2 and 3 have been eliminated as viable alternatives. Alternative 1 will
include a combination of Type L-2 and Type L-7 partial cloverleaf interchanges and
Alternative 4 represents a standard Type L-7 partial cloverleaf interchange only.

Element 2 design consists of two options, both of which include the extension of the
truck climbing lane easterly, terminating in the vicinity of the El Dorado Hills
Boulevard-Latrobe Road interchange. This element will also construct eastbound and
westbound auxiliary lanes between El Dorado Hills Boulevard-Latrobe Road and
Empire Ranch Road. Option 1 will pave the existing median, install a concrete
median barrier, and re-stripe the mainline to accommodate the extension of the truck
climbing lane as well as the auxiliary lanes within the median. Option 2 will fill and
widen the existing roadway shoulders to accommodate placement of the new
auxiliary lanes on the outside of the roadway. The mainline will also be restriped to
accommodate the extension of the truck climbing lane and auxiliary lanes.




Summary_

Construction vehicle access to the work area will be accomplished within the existing
Route 50 roadway right-of-way and staging will be limited to the interchange and
Route 50 work area footprint.

The total time required for project construction is approximately 18-24 months.

The project will not affect any species listed as rare, threatened, or endangered under
the Federal Endangered Species Act.

The project could potentially affect Swainson’s hawk if a pair is nesting within the
BSA during construction activities. The project will not affect any other species
listed as rare, threatened, or endangered under California Endangered Species Act.

The project will result in minimal impacts to jurisdictional waters. For Alternative 1,
under Option 1, approximately 0.11 hectare (0.27 acre) of jurisdictional waters will
be permanently lost due to project installation, grading, and filling, and approximately
0.15 hectare (0.37 acre) will be lost for Option 2. Approximately 0.1 hectare (0.26
acre) of jurisdictional waters and wetlands will be permanently lost with
implementation of Alternative 4 under Option 1 and approximately 0.145 hectare
(0.36 acre) under Option 2. All impacted jurisdictional waters meet Corps of
Engineers criteria for wetlands.

Impacts to vernal marsh wetlands will be mitigated through purchase of seasonal
wetland credits from a mitigation bank at a 2:1 ratio. Removal of trees (5 valley
oaks) will be mitigated through the City of Folsom tree ordinance. This mitigation
will occur on- or off-site.

The project will require permits from the Army Corps of Engineers, Regional Water
Quality Control Board, and California Department of Fish and Game.
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